DRAFT
HIO Meeting Summary
September 15-16, 2009
Present:  Donna Benefield (HPC), George Casper (MFTHBA), Keith Dane (FOSH), Doyle Meadows (SHOW), Mike McGartland (HOA), Mack Motes (SSBEA), Carol Smithson (IWHA), and Pat Stout (Oklahoma)

Not Present:  Doug Barlow (UMH), Martha Day (NWHA), Kenny Smith (KWHA), and Terry Jerke (WI)
USDA: Dr. Rachel Cezar,, Dr. Chester Gipson; Facilitator: Robin Lohnes

Review of August 18,  2009, HIO Teleconference Summary

 The August 18, 2009, HIO teleconference summary was approved, as amended.

Proposed Amendments to OP 2010-2012

The HIO Working Group continued its review and discussion of proposed amendments to the draft OP 2010-2012.  Discussion revolved primarily around the penalty structure.  Amendments to the penalty structure, as well as other changes, are included in the draft OP 2010-2012 dated September 15-16, 2009, which was distributed to all of the HIO representatives for subsequent review by their respective boards.  
 In addition, the following comments were offered for the record:
George Casper (MFTHBA) formally asked that the OP include language prohibit trainers and prominent owners from serving on hearing boards.  Discussion and response was that this should be addressed internally by the individual His.
There was still some uncertainty as to whether visitors could be present in the designated inspection area pursuant to CFR Section 11.2.1.  USDA confirmed that it acknowledges that visitors, from time to time, may be present in the inspection area.

The HIOs agreed to move forward with the draft OP without the pressure shoeing protocol in order to keep to the timetable.  
HPC, FOSH, and OK His stated that ideally they would like to see the owner liability section eliminated altogether.

Keith Dane, on behalf of FOSH, expressed dismay about the proposed changes to the penalty structure.  He added that he would present the changes to the FOSH Board but stated that weakening the penalties in the OP was contrary to effective enforcement of the HPA. 

USDA Monthly (September 2009) Report
Dr. Cezar emailed the HIOs an update of 2009 shows attended by USDA.  She reported that VMOs attended the TN Walking Horse Celebration Evening Show on August 27 – September 5, 2009, in Shelbyville, TN.  Affiliated with SHOW, there were 1949 entries (1756 padded; 193 flat shod; 1153 scratches).  There were 36 bilateral sore violations, 89 unilateral sore violations, 223 scar rule violations, 1 shoeing violation, 31 foreign substance violations, and 25 other violations.
Keith Dane noted that the USDA federal suspension list is not always kept up to date, as FOSH had learned of ALJ decisions that had not been posted on the USDA website.  Dr. Cezar said the communication between OGC and the ALJs is an issue the OIG audit is reviewing.  Keith confirmed with Dr. Cezar that if an HIO learns of an ALJ decision before it is posted on the website, Dr. Cezar should be contacted.  The Department was also asked to clarify the start and end for disqualifications listed on the federal suspension list by adding the word “none”, if appropriate.
Dr. Cezar reported that information relating to 7060s could not yet be released.

Regarding the scar rule, Dr. Cezar said the Department has made a firm commitment to a series of training sessions on the implementation and enforcement of the scar rule for 2010. She added that the Department is working with Drs. Bennett, Mullins, and Turner on an educational seminar of hoof care.
Dr. Gipson was asked what, if any, response the Department has made to the announcement that the KY Racing Commission would not recognize KWHA as an “approved” HIO.  He replied that the Department has made no formal response, but added that USDA will address issues concerning KWHA as they arise.  Dr. Cezar added the Racing Commission’s decision as well as the Department’s presence at some of their shows has made an impact in that there is now a new KY Walking Horse Association.
HIO Monthly Reports
MFTHBA (George Casper):  MFTHBA has had 1806 inspections since the last HIO teleconference, about 300 of those in versatility.  There were no violations reported.  He added that, in his opinion, there should have been at least three violations (2 scar rule and 1 foreign substance) and noted that there have been conflict of interest issues within the ranks of the DQPs.

SHOW (Doyle Meadow): 18 inspections conducted at the Celebrations with 197 violations.  Doyle was not sure of how many horses that represented, and noted that SHOW has begun to schedule hearings.  Dr. Cezar reminded SHOW that USDA still needed complete reports from the past 9 months.  Doyle said the he would check with Rachel in the SHOW office.  

IWHA (Carol Smithson):  No report.

HOA (Mike McGartland):  HOA has had 4 shows, inspected 500 entries (20% of which were padded), and has had no violations.

SSHBEA (Mack Motes):  2 events in August, with 483 entries (300 horses) and no violations.
HPC (Donna Benefield):  No report, with no affiliations scheduled as of yet.

FOSH (Keith Dane):  6 shows with 317 horses; 804 inspections and no violations.

OK (Pat Stout):  No report.

Dr. Cezar reminded the HIOs to report affiliated shows 30 days in advance, if possible, and report to USDA which DQPs will be assigned to the shows.

Dr. Gipson’s Remarks
Dr. Gipson said that the HIO Working Group is in a position to make a difference.  He has heard the group talking about some good things regarding the Operating Plan, and added that the industry and the Department is in the process of redeveloping trust.  He noted that this had happened before but acknowledged that outside forces had always impacted progress.  He wants to see the industry take a leadership position in the future of the breed, not just at shows.  He acknowledged that this would be challenging and that the industry and the Department were not going to agree on everything, but that should not impact their working relationship.  Dr. Gipson said that Drs. Bennett and Mullins really have demonstrated they want to do the right thing and it took a lot of integrity for them to step up and enforce the scar rule like the Department is doing.  He added that the Department does not generally put out positive press releases, but he wanted to give private accolades to those that have a done a good job.
He continued that the industry needs to portray its image in a different light, and noted that education goes a long way in changing culture and is often times more effective than changing regulations.  He emphasized that not all leadership should come from the government, but rather from the industry, itself.  He also noted that this industry is one of the few stakeholders that come to Washington to blame the government about all that is wrong with the industry, which only serves to further damages its image.  He acknowledged there will always be differences, but the industry needs to acknowledge its own responsibility and the role it plays in the success or failure of the industry.  He closed by saying that he appreciated the industry’s effort and its’ taking the heat for change, and encouraged the industry to make a difference.  
Next Steps
A draft of the OP 2010-2012, as amended, will be emailed to each HIO next week.  Each HIO representative needs to submit this draft to its Board for review and be prepared to approve or disapprove the final draft at the October 13, 2009, teleconference.  The next HIO meeting is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, November 10, 2009, in Riverdale. 
