FINAL 
HIO Teleconference Summary 
February 10, 2009 
  
  
Present via Teleconference: Donna Benefield (HPC), Kim Bennett (KWHA), Chuck Cheek (TWHBEA), Martha Day (NWHA), Ann Kuykendall (Oklahoma), Mark Matson (IWHA), Doyle Meadows (SHOW), Andy Messick (NHSC), Mack Motes (SSHBEA), Ted Nichols (HOA), and Lori Northrup (FOSH) 

Not Present: Bruce Crowe (UMH), Terry Jerke (WI), and Bob Nagel (MFTHBA) 

USDA: Mike Tuck; Facilitator: Robin Lohnes 




Review of January 13, 2009, HIO Teleconference Meeting Summary

The January 13, 2009, HIO Meeting Summary was approved.

Announcements

Doyle Meadows reminded HIO representatives to give Lori Northrup input on possible dates for the 2010 FOSH Sound Horse Conference.

USDA Monthly (January) Report

Mike Tuck reported on behalf of the Department that USDA VMOs have attended no events to date.

Regarding the Animal Care database, to Lori Northup, reported that the group developing the HIO module with Thay Ly had yet to schedule a teleconference. It w as reiterated that if HIO representatives wanted to be involved with this group they were asked to contact Linda Jackson and cc Dr. Cezar.

2009 Joint Training 

Mike Tuck reported that about 60 DQPs were in attendance. He stated that overall, the training was successful. The evaluation form was well received with a 3.9 average out of 5. A complete summary will be provided at the March HIO meeting. There were a few problems though. Trainers and farriers present in the arena impeded the training of the DQPs. It was pointed out that the HIOs should have taken more responsibility in controlling who was allowed in the arena. For example, the DQPs took a back seat to the trainers, farriers, and media crowding around Dr. Harry's hoof tester demonstration. Donna Benefield confirmed that this interfered with the training. Andy Messick agreed that this needs to be addressed in the future. It was suggested that some form of identification be used for participants (DQPS/VMOs) and only those individuals be allowed in the classroom/arena. The new assessment forms were used by each DQP for each horse are being reviewed by Mike Tuck and will be referred back to the HIO coordinators. When asked about the use of standard forms, which are provided free of cost to any of the HIOs, Mike Tuck responded that while the Department can request what information is needed and prefers that all of the HIOS use the same form it can not dictate which form to use. He added that Dr. Gipson is not averse to pursuing regulatory change to require the use of standardized forms. Martha Day, on behalf of NWHA, went on record that NWHA would like to participate in future joint training but would do only if the protocol was improved to ensure the protection of the DQPs. It was noted that the 2009 training was not intimidating but there was room for improvement in ensuring adequate DQP training. Doyle Meadows commented that the training should have included VMOs as well as DQPs. Mike Tuck pointed out that there were VMOs in attendance. Mike thanked Doyle, Andy and the NHSC for hosting the training and for providing the horses. Donna Benefield also thanked the trainers for bringing the horses. She also suggested that next year it might be a good idea to have a face to face meeting with all of the HIO coordinators prior to the training.

2009 Inspection Protocols 

Mike Tuck added that both Drs. Gipson and Cezar want to remind all of the HIOs that they need to communicate with show management, as well as those DQPS resistant to the 2009 inspection protocols that these protocols must be followed. In addition, Mike reported that there would be an educational seminar on thermography, open to the public, on February 27, 2009, at the Calasonic Arena from 1-5pm with Dr. Tracy Turner, using 4-5 horses with a Q&A session. Those that can not attend can log in to the Department's website to track the Q&A. A FAQ on the use of thermography is expected to be released shortly will be posted on the USDA website. Kim Bennett on behalf of KWHA asked if there were any additional seminars scheduled to which Mike Tuck responded that besides the one for WHOA he was not sure. It there are HIOs interested in additional training they should ask the Department. Donna asked if the WHOA sponsored seminar next week was open to the public, and Chuck Cheek volunteered to check and report back to the group via email. Chuck also clarified that although all of the HIOs understood that the USDA expected the inspection protocols for 2009 to be followed by the DQPs that did not necessarily mean that all of the HIOs agreed with them. Mike Tuck reiterated that even if some of the HIOs were not in full agreement they needed to communicate with their DQPS that the protocol be followed. Mack Motes said that although SSHBEA was specifically not on board with removing tack during inspection it has told its DQPS to follow the protocol as presented by the Department. Both SSHBEA and NHSC have suggested alternate ideas regarding identifying bit burrs - requesting that the girth be left loose and asking for the saddle to be removed if there is doubt. Mack pointed out that many of the exhibitors, such as children, would not be able to resaddle the horse. Donna Benefield pointed out that bit burrs were not uncommon and commended the Celebration for taking the lead last year in checking for them. Ted Nichols stated that HOA was also putting forth a proposal to address this. Mark Matson on behalf of IWHA noted that perception is not the problem, bit burrs are the problem, it does take place, and it needs to be addressed. Donna pointed out that the industry is always complaining about inconsistencies in inspections and while it may be an inconvenience to remove saddles everyone needs to be treated equally. Lori Northrup noted that FOSH had sent a letter of commendation to USDA for the 2009 inspection protocols. Mack Motes, Donna Benefield, Andy Messick, and Doyle Meadows volunteered to serve on a subcommittee to explore alternative language to detecting bit burrs.

Full Disclosure of Stable Suspensions

Lori Northrup, providing some examples, inquired as to what happens when only the stable name is put on the suspension list, and how does this work? Is this an effort to avoid a personal suspension? Donna noted that several Celebration tickets listed only the stable with no trainer or owner listed. Chuck Cheek said he would check with NHSC but would not automatically assume it to be nefarious ~ it might be that the horse is legally owned in the stable's name. Donna proposed that in that case it should also include the trainer/owner name. Lori will go through the last 5 years and obtain more information for the March 2009 HIO meeting.

Outstanding Issues 

Violators on Suspension Prohibited on Show Grounds: It was pointed out that this had been a carry over from previous years as a possible amendment to the OP. Based on a rule currently being enforced by the United States Equestrian Federation (USEF) and by racing associations, the HIOs had had a presentation from Lori Nelson from USEF in November 2007. At the time, it was the consensus of the HIOs not to pursue an amendment to the 2007-2009 OP but rather revisit the issue for the 2010-2012 OP. Chuck Cheek questioned whether such a penalty would be constitutional and raised the question of whether the HIOs should request an OGC opinion. Mark Matson pointed out that the concept was not just punitive but practical in that it would much easier to prohibit a violator from being on the grounds than preventing someone who is already on the grounds assisting in the exhibition of a horse. Chuck acknowledged that if it was legal than it would make the HIOs job easier. This agenda item will be continued to the March 10, 2009, meeting agenda. 

AAEP/Pressure Shoeing: David Pruett was not on the call to report whether AAEP had responded to his call concerning the HIOs letter requesting assistance in detecting pressure shoeing; however, Chuck Cheek said he would obtain an update from David as to whether David has had a follow up call with David Foley.   

Next Steps
