DRAFT
HIO Teleconference Summary
August 18, 2009
Present via Teleconference:  Donna Benefield (HPC), George Casper (MFTHBA), Keith Dane (FOSH), John Jackson (KWHA), Terry Jerke (WI),  Mark Matson (IWHA), Doyle Meadows (SHOW), Mack Motes (SSHBEA), Ted Nichols (HOA), and Pat Stout (Oklahoma)

Not Present:  Doug Barlow (UMH); Martha Day (NWHA) 
USDA: Dr. Rachel Cezar, Linda Jackson; Facilitator: Robin Lohnes  

Review of July 14, 2009, HIO Teleconference Summary
The July 14, 2009, HIO Meeting Summary was approved. 

USDA Monthly (July) Report
Dr. Cezar emailed the HIOs a summary to date of shows VMOs have attended since the July 2009 HIO meeting.  USDA attended the PC Splash in Columbia, TN, on July 17, 2009.  Affiliated with SHOW, there were 97 entries ((76 padded/21 flatshod), 55 scratches and 17 violations:  9 unilateral sore, 5 bilateral sore, 2 scar rule violations, and 1 foreign substance violation.  USDA also attended the Moore County Horse Show in Lynchburg, TN, on July 18, 2009.  Also affiliated with SHOW, there were 80 total entries (26 padded/54 flatshod), 29 scratches, and 7 violations:  3 unilateral sore, 3 bilateral sore, and 1 scar rule violation. 
Ted Nichols (HOA) inquired as to the number of outstanding Letters of Warnings (LOWs).  Dr. Cezar will have a report for the September meeting.   Mark Matson (IWHA) asked whether tickets for foreign substance are issued, pre- or post-, resulted in 7060s.  Dr. Cezar responded that sometimes it resulted in a 7060 but it also depended any other violations found at that time. 
Dr. Cezar reported that there was no new USDA sponsored technology in the field.

George Casper (MFTBHA) inquired as to the status of the 121 pending federal cases, and how far back did they go.  Dr. Cezar responded that she could not comment on the pending cases but said that the cases could go back as far as 2006.

Doyle Meadows (SHOW) noted that that SHOW has recently established a new hearing process, and asked Keith Dane how FOSH handles their hearing processes.  Keith responded that in the case of the two instances where FOSH has conducted hearings, an attorney was hired to handle the prosecution, via teleconference, with the alleged violator, members of the hearing committee, and members of the FOSH Board.  
Update on APHIS Animal Care Database

Robin Lohnes reported on behalf of Lori Northrup (FOSH), who was not on the call, that there has been no change in the status of the APHIS Animal Care database project.

However, Dr. Cezar reiterated the Department’s commitment to have the database in place for the 2010 show season.

HIO Monthly Reports
IWHA (Mark Matson):  No activity.

HPC (Donna Benefield):  No report.

HOA (Ted Nichols):  HOA has affiliated about 25 shows and will email report to Dr. Cezar.

SSHBEA (Mack Motes):  No report.
FOSH (Keith Dane):  No report.  

OK (Pat Stout):  No report.

SHOW (Doyle Meadows):  Doyle said that SHOW will issue a full report in September.

MFTHBA (George Casper): Since July, 1 show with 597 inspections; YTD 1609 entries with 1 scar rule violation.

WI (Terry Jerke): 1 show in August with about 50 horses, 164 entries and no violations.

KWHA (John Jackson): 19 shows, 3384 horses, and 26 violations.
Dr. Cezar asked the HIOs to provide their monthly reports via email prior to the monthly HIO teleconference/meetings.  She also asked that for suspensions that are recorded as ending in 2099, if the suspension is a life time suspension, it should be marked as a life time suspension.  She also added that the Department is currently working on an APHIS stakeholder report that talks about the posting HIO monthly reports on the USDA website. Doyle Meadows noted that while SHOW is now reporting the number of horses it is necessitating a double entry process for their administrative office and has posed a practical problem.
Status of Draft Letter to USDA Regarding Removal of Saddles  

Doyle Meadows (SHOW) reported he originally believed that SHOW would support an amendment to not have saddles removed in the inspection area, however, he confirmed that the Drs. Bennett and Mullins were adamantly in favor of leaving the requirement as is.  George Casper noted a recent report in “What A Horse” about an August 13, 2009, meeting in Washington, DC, with SHOW officials and the Department which referenced an indication that the 2009 Celebration inspection protocol would be the same as the 2008 protocol, and asked whether this meant that saddles were not going to be required to be removed.  Doyle confirmed that SHOW had met with the Department regarding the upcoming Celebration and clarified that the removal of saddle protocols would be upheld during the 2009 Celebration.  George, on behalf of MFTHBA, would like to keep this issue on the list for discussion in 2010, and stated that MFTHBA had been very hopeful that this requirement could have been amended prior to their 2009 fall shows.   Accordingly, the draft letter to USDA regarding the removal of saddles was tabled.
Mack Motes (SSHBEA) asked if SHOW had issued any suspensions that have resulted in the violator being prohibited from being on the show grounds.  Doyle Meadows replied that while this penalty is not in effect now it is being considered for 2010.  Regarding the two pending cases, both individuals had appealed and subsequently withdrew their appeals.
Draft Protocol on Detecting Pressure Shoeing

An ad hoc committee was put together to address further the draft protocol on detecting pressure shoeing.  Donna Benefield (HPC), Keith Dane (FOSH) and Doyle Meadows (SHOW) will begin preliminary work on the draft protocol after the Celebration.
Proposed Amendments to OP (2010-2012)
There were no new issues brought forward for discussion for the September 2009 meeting in Nashville
Next Steps
The next HIO meeting will be September 15-16, 2009, in Nashville, TN, to continue review and potential edits of the 2010-2012 OP.   The Department will be in attendance on Wednesday, July 16, 2009, only.
