The combined DQP/VMO training was held at Calsonic arena in Shelbyville TN. on 1/31/09. Myself and 7 of our licensed DQPs and 4 DQP applicants attended the training. I like for all of our DQPs to attend this training at least once so that they can see and handle noncompliant horses. It is an eyeopening experiance for all who attend. This training was, IMO, one of the best that I have attended!
There were long overdue changes brought out! NUMBER 1! For 2009 show season the "scar rule" will be enforced as written! No horses with bilateral scarring indicative of chemical or mechanical "training" methods will be allowed to show and will be written up! The first knowledge of this came at lunch time when the VMOs and DQP coordinators met to discuss the horses that they had checked earlier in the morning. I did not get to check the horses as I had to meet with the USDA auditor about my presentation on the paperwork that was developed as per the OP. I sent Jeremy Godwin, one of our more experienced DQPs in my place. I was still in the classroom talking to people about the new forms. My phone rang and Jeremy told me to be sure that I was sitting down, Dr Susan Kingston was leading the discussion on the 12 checked horses. Several of the DQP coordinators said that they passed anywhere from 2-8 of the horses based on what has been allowed to show in past years. Dr Kingston said, "NO! only one of these horses would be allowed to show today! 11 of the 12 had bilateral scars indicative of soring practices! It did not matter if they, (the ridges and corrugations) could be smoothed out or not! They were non compliant scars and would no longer be allowed to show! The one horse that passed was clean on one foot and scarred on the other! When we returned from lunch Dr Ridenhour gave a talk on the scar rule and how it had been written. Dr Cezar then got up and said that clean pasterns were all that would show! Dr Gipson spoke at the end of the day and told everyone that they had gotten plenty of warning that this day was coming and that they should not be surprised. 

I did have a slight idea that something was up when I looked around the room and saw several VMOs, which I knew, that had been out of the program for many years. I will mention a few that were there, but not all as I don't want to miss anyone. Dr Elizabeth Pannell, who I last saw in 1998, gave me a slight hint when she said that many on the older VMOs that had transferred out of the program wanted back as the program had begun to be enforced. two of the others that were back were Dr Clem Dusault (sp?) AND Dr Todd Behre! 

The "naked" horse rule didn't get much comment after the SR bomb! It was brought out that all horses had to be inspected without saddles or harness at all shows whether the USDA was in attendence or not. Any DQP caught inspecting a horse with tack will receive a LOW for the first offence and disqualified for the next one! Show management will receive a strict warning of a possible federal case! The USDA will be sending plain clothes inspectors around to shows randomly to be sure this rule is enforced, they will also look into all reports from the public! 

Dr Behre and the other returning VMOs will be working shows this year. 

This training is suppossed to be for DQPs and VMOs only. There were a large number of other people there, I think that most of them were owners and trainers. These people were not allowed down on the floor of the arena while the horses were being inspected!
I did feel a little uncomfortable when I heard mumblings of "Damn #$@%^& FOSH/PETA !#$%^&s". Even had a few people not speak to me! 

I am very proud to say that I am a "Damn #$@%^& FOSH/PETA !#$%^&"! AND, I am proud to be associated with the people that are making a difference! I am sure in my own mind that all of the years of letter writeing, e-mailing, and calling congress, the USDA, and others have helped to bring this day about!!

I thank all of you very much, this would not have happenned without all of you.

Bob Blackwell, 
FOSH VP of HIO Administration


